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Background: The last decade has seen a remarkable reduction in rates of CV mortality and morbidity. To date, there have been few studies 
examining whether there has been concomitant reductions in rates of hospitalization for peripheral artery disease (PAD) and/or reductions in non-
traumatic lower extremity (LE) amputations among those with PAD in the United States (US).
Methods: Data from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) was analyzed from January 1, 2000 through December 31, 2008. PAD 
and LE amputation were defined by International Classification of Diseases (ICD-9) codes.
Results: The overall rate of hospitalization for PAD in US Medicare beneficiaries did not change from 2000 through 2008 (Figure). Over this time 
period, the rate of LE amputation declined from 9,650 per 100,000 PAD patients to 4,274 per 100,000 (p < 0.0001 for trend).
Conclusions: Between 2000 and 2008, the overall national rates of PAD hospitalization remained relatively stable while the rates of non-traumatic 
LE amputation among PAD patients decreased by 56%.
 
